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headache, myalgia2

Public Health COVID-19 Return to School Decision Support Algorithm — Symptoms of COVID-19 include the following: new cough,
difficulty breathing, loss of taste or smell, fever (>100.4°F)1, congestion, runny nose, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, sore throat,

No exposure® with
1 low-risk symptom®

Return to school 224 hrs after
improvement in symptoms
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Symptomatic students/staff are to isolate
IF a COVID-19 test is pending
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public health
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Return to school after 224 hrs
fever-free and improving
symptoms

1High risk symptoms
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Low risk symptoms
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Medical evaluation
without testing;

alternative diagnosis

v
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Positive test”

Return to school after 224 hrs fever-
free and improving symptoms and
with medical provider’s note
reflecting acceptable diagnosis’

3Exposure defined as within 6 feet of a case for 210 minutes. Close contacts who have been a

positive case in the previous 90 days are excluded.

*'Test” refers to SARS-CoV-2 PCR or rapid antigen test (NOT antibody)
>Consult CDC guidance if severely ill orimmunocompromised

®Consult CDC guidance if household contact

"Exa mples of acceptable diagnoses would include fever due to urinary tract infection, strep
throat confirmed by a positive strep test, rash from poison ivy, etc. Diagnoses of respiratory and
viral conditions such as allergic rhinitis, seasonal allergies, upper respiratory tract infection
(URI), pneumonia, pharyngitis without positive strep test, viral illness, etc., DO NOT exclude the

diagnosis of COVID-19 and DO NOT justify return to school
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Notify public health
Identify close contacts
Return to school after
>10-day isolation® from
symptom onset AND >

24hr fever-free AND

improving symptoms

Exposure® and no
symptoms
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Quarantine
Notify public health
Return to school after 214
days from last contact®
If symptoms develop,
obtain test* and isolate.
(Per CDC, individuals with
documentation of a
positive SARS-CoV-2 PCR
or antigen test within 90
days of new exposure
need not quarantine)

Adapted from Washington University 8/18/20
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